78o                     ST EUGENIUS, B., ETC., CC.               [JULY 13

were publicly led through the streets, with a crier going before them to
show them to the people. But this barbarous usage did not cause anyone
to forsake the true religion. Next, the tyrant deprived the Catholics who
were at court of their pensions, and sent them to work in the country.
He also ordered that none should be admitted to bear any office in his
palace, or any public charge, who was not an Arian. He afterwards turned
them out of their houses, stripped them of all their wealth, and sent them
to Sicily or Sardinia. After this, his persecution fell on all Catholics.
One edict followed another against them, and the cloud thickened every
day over their head. Many nuns were so cruelly tortured that several
died on the rack. Great numbers of bishops, priests, deacons, and eminent
Catholic laymen were banished, to the number of four thousand nine
hundred and seventy-six, all whom the tyrant sent into a desert, where
they were fed with barley like horses. This desert was filled with scorpions
and venomous serpents; but they did not destroy any of the servants of
God. The people followed their bishops and priests with lighted tapers
in their hands, and mothers carried their little babes in their arms, and
laid them at the feet of the confessors, all crying out with tears, " Going
yourselves to your crowns, to whom do you leave us? Who will baptize
our children? Who will impart to us the benefit of penance, and
discharge us from the bonds of sins by the favour of reconciliation and
pardon? Who will bury us with solemn supplications at our death?
By whom will divine sacrifices be made? "

The Bishop Eugenius was spared in the first storm, probably that the
inhabitants of the capital might seem to be somewhat considered. But
in May 483 the king sent him a summons requiring the Catholics, whom
he called Homoousians, to hold a conference or disputation with his Arian
bishops at Carthage on the ist day of February ensuing. Eugenius
answered the terms were not equal, seeing their enemies were to be judges;
and that as it was the common cause of all churches, other foreign churches
ought to be invited and consulted, " especially the Church of Rome, which
is the head of all churches." About that time one Felix, who had been
long blind, addressed himself to St Eugenius desiring him to pray that he
might recover his sight, saying he had been admonished by a vision so to
do. The bishop showed great reluctance and confusion, alleging that he
was a base sinner; but at length, after blessing the font for the solemn
administration of baptism on the Epiphany, he said to the blind man,
** I have told you that I am a sinner, and the last of all men; but I pray
God that he show you mercy according to your faith, and restore to you
your sight." Then he made the sign of the cross on his eyes and the
blind man saw; the whole city was witness to the triumph of the faith.
The king sent for Felix, and examined himself all the circumstances of
the miracle, which he found too evident to be called in question. However,